For immediate release
2009 ASTech awards 

Alberta’s best in science and technology innovation
(Calgary, July 20th, 2009). 21 of Alberta’s top scientists and innovators are selected as finalists for the 2009 ASTech awards. The Alberta Science and Technology Leadership Foundation received an impressive 78 nominations for the province’s most prestigious awards.

From food safety, to clean energy technology, to computer software, to health therapies, the ASTech award finalists are discovering - and delivering – innovative answers to society’s problems. The ASTech awards give public recognition to their groundbreaking work. In drawing up its list of finalists, ASTech looks for solutions that move out of the lab and into the marketplace.

 “ASTech is committed to inspiring the next generation of innovation.  Innovation provides us with world class companies developing high tech products from Alberta for a world audience in an increasingly diversified Alberta economy,” says Martin Kratz, chair of the ASTech Foundation. 
Alberta’s reputation of discovery in science and technology already has international renown. The ASTech awards build on this. Kratz adds “ASTech's celebration of the leaders who are making Alberta a better place makes our province more attractive for businesses and students to build their future here. That, in turn, improves our economy and quality of life”.
The ASTech awards recipients will be celebrated on November 6th 2009 at the Hyatt Regency Hotel in Calgary.

For more information on the ASTech awards or on the finalists, please call:

Ms. Bev Jones, 
Executive Director, ASTech Foundation

T. 403-220-9130
E. info@astech.ab.ca

ASTech 2009 Awards Finalists

Excellence in Science and Technology Public Awareness

Discover E Engineering & Science Camps,

University of Alberta, Edmonton
Discover E’s mission is for children and youth to understand the value of engineering, science and technology, through camps in Edmonton and across northern Alberta.
Innovation in Agricultural Sciences sponsored by Dow AgroSciences and AVAC Ltd.

Dr. Michael E. Stiles and Dr. Lynn M. McMullen

University of Alberta, Edmonton
Drs. Stiles and McMullen have developed technologies that kill Listeria in processed meats and control disease among pigs and chickens.
Innovation in Oil Sands Research sponsored by Syncrude Canada Ltd.

COANDA Research & Development Corporation
Burnaby, BC
COANDA has extensive experience in providing process flow modeling and process design optimization in the oilsands industry using sophisticated scientific methods, improving tests of tailings technology.
Leaders of Tomorrow

Dr. Chris Goodall





University of Calgary, Calgary
Dr. Goodall specializes in multi-sensor navigation systems, and has developed a spin-off company related to his research called Trusted Positioning Inc.
Ms. Shawna Pandya 




University of Alberta, Edmonton
Ms. Pandya’s area of expertise is space technology spin-offs for medical benefit, particularly in developing countries, where she examined the potential of telemedical and e-health technologies.
Dr. Shaheed Merani





University of Alberta, Edmonton
Dr. Merani works with the ‘Edmonton protocol’ in diabetes research and is a leader in medical education, with the publishing of a major medical textbook for medical students’ licensing exam.
Outstanding Achievement in Environmental Technology and Innovation sponsored by Shell Energy Canada 

Embedia Technologies




Calgary, Alberta
Embedia Technologies has developed an integrated hardware and software system that automates solar-control devices such as blinds, regulating heat gain from the sun, harvesting natural light and reducing the energy consumption of buildings.
Innovation in Information and Communications Technology sponsored by AVAC Ltd. and iCORE

SMART Technologies ULC



Calgary, Alberta 
SMART boards are the world’s first interactive whiteboards, connected to a computer and a projector, used in classrooms, training centers and boardrooms around the globe.
Outstanding Commercial Achievement in Alberta Science and Technology  (gross sales < 25M)

Gushor Inc.






Calgary, Alberta
Gushor focuses on the recovery of unconventional oil reserves with fluid analysis, reservoir geochemical expertise and recovery processes.
Yardstick Software Inc.




Edmonton, Alberta
Yardstick Software developed ProExams.com, which delivers online exams and training. 
Outstanding Commercial Achievement in Alberta Science and Technology  (Gross sales > 25M)

Computer Modelling Group Ltd.



Calgary, Alberta
CMG is one of the world’s leading suppliers of reservoir simulation technology, and funds several research projects and chairs at the University of Calgary and around the world.
Outstanding Contribution to the Alberta Science and Technology Community

Dr. M. Elizabeth Cannon




University of Calgary, Calgary
Dr. Cannon is a champion of women in the scientific and engineering community, and works to create an environment that encourages young women to successfully pursue an engineering education.
Outstanding Leadership in Alberta Science

Dr. Daniel W. Smith





University of Alberta, Edmonton
As one of Canada’s preeminent environmental engineers, Dr. Smith has discovered a number of important solutions for environmental and public health engineering problems.
Dr. Ian Whishaw, 





University of Lethbridge
A world-renowned specialist in neuroscience, Dr. Whishaw was instrumental in founding the Canadian Center for Behavioural Neuroscience, recognized as the best of its kind in Canada.
Dr. Richard B. Stein





University of Alberta, Edmonton
Dr. Stein is an international leader in movement and rehabilitation neuroscience, whose groundbreaking research has created prosthesis for above-knee amputees. His devices have been fitted to several Canadian soldiers returning from Afghanistan.
Dr. Robert A. Wolkow




NINT, and U of A Edmonton

Dr. Wolkow is a leader in nano-science, whose research has given Alberta an international reputation in the field, attracting academics of the highest calibre to the province.
Outstanding Leadership in Alberta Technology

Dr. Fadhel Ghannouchi




University of Calgary, Calgary
Dr. Ghannouchi is a scientist, technical leader and educator in the area of microwave and wireless engineering.
Dr. Linda Pilarski 





Edmonton, Alberta
Dr. Pilarski’s work has contributed significantly to our understanding of some of the underlying processes involved in cancer, work that she has ensured transfers to the private sector.
Dr. David Wishart 




University of Alberta, NINT, Edmonton
Dr. Wishart has conducted ground-breaking research in metabolomics: identifying and quantifying the small molecules that appear in a person’s blood or urine, which then connects a patient’s metabolic profile with various aspects of his/ her health.
SAIT Polytechnic Outstanding Achievement in Applied Technology and Innovation

Mr. Dennis Prince of Airdar Inc.



Edmonton, Alberta
AIRDAR equips industry to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and increase profitability, by measuring the location and volume of unintended gas leaks.
Societal Impact Award

Mustard Seed Street Ministry



Calgary, Alberta

The Smart Communities program at the Mustard Seed gives computer access to people who don’t have a home, providing a vital communications link in looking for a job and maintaining contact with extended family.
